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BC T R A N S I T  C E N T E N N I A L  C E N T R E  O P E N S  
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- Let a gallery of old photographs carry you back to a time when electric 
streetcars and trams ruled the road. 
- Stand on the sidewalk outside a meticulous reproduction of the head 
office of the BC Electric Company, the company that used to run the 
transit company, just as it looked in 1897. 
- Remind yourself of the days of Teddy Lyons and the open-air observa- 
tion car, the famous "rubberneck wagon" which used to carry sightseers 
on a tour through the streets of Vancouver. 
-Browse through dozens of artifacts on display, conjuring up memories 
of the streetcar days when a nickel paid for a ride downtown 
-Journey back tothe present aboard SkyTrain,Vancouver's ultramodern 
rapid transit light rail system. Uncover the "mysteries" of how this "driv- 
erless" train actually works. 
- Take a look into the future of transit in the Lower Mainland with a 
display that outlines plans for extensions to the rapid transit system. 
- Learn about transit in smaller communities around the province, and 
transit for the disabled. 
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MODEL N W A Y  
Suretobeafavowb *k th& 
scale model of the S a n d  

in New Westminster to talk about the old rail- 
warn and to build one of their own. 

ways that ptovlded public trsnsit in the prorr- 
inceuntilthel950's.TheShemodelisthebandiwo 
of the New Westminster Electric Railway His- 

For over 30 years, this group of model builders 
hasbeenmeetinginWMeugens'basement 

Bdw: nonlnrsoflkNm W ~ t e r ~ ~ ~  
PndpnloftknalslikymnreUftsL M..MrrsaDe 
vrtlsdswntdhornhft. 

toricalsodety. 

MrMeugens, a retired school teacher, actually 
bepbuildingmodelrailrmysinthel93Oe.But 

afterhemovedthetein 1957.Sinrethe~they've 
put in more than 2OLl,aoO hnvs building the 
modelrailcars,layingthetrackasstringingthe 
tiny wires. 
In honour of this year's transit centennial, the 
model builders donated they pride and py  to 
BCTranmt. The model has been moved from 
Mr.Meugenr'bsementandhstdledintheCen- 

tmIleycars,areplicaofthelZthStreetcarbamin 
New Westminster, andametidowly-ted 
wooden trestle; all set against a d e s  of beauti- 
fulbackdropspainted b y F ~ W i l ~ m a r t + s t  
and a member of the historicpl society. 

the byal city P U P  besan gening together 

tannipl Centre. It fea- hand-made tramsad 
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A 404 whi& ran in the capital between 1922and 

% h e y 6  vmeamrll,b~wheeledvehick, 
named for their Americpn designer, Charles 
0.Bimey. They seated 28 p""8ers and fea- 
tured the latest in safety wntmls. sine they 
weresolightthfltschoolchildnnauwdedtothe 
back muldbuncethecarsright off the trackby 
jumping up and down the k e y s  were a h -  
t l ~ ~ t d y  known as the 'Xangaroos". 
&.Hatch took six years to build this model, 

Visitor0 m the h t r e  will have an oppormnity 

Bimey strpetcua Model-buider Gordon Hatch 
hascwmm3edaomquttersizeqlicaofQr cumpletewithtrackatuioverhead wire 

which aaually works when it is not on display. 
I mogatacloaeupkekatmeofVicto~sfamour, ThemAredautomech8nichasasembledasmall 

street railway in his own back@ in Victoria. 

A LOOK AHEAD 
T h e f i I s t 1 0 0 y e a r s n r a s ~ ~ . V i s i -  
torstotheCentennialCentrewillgetapreview 
of what transit in the Lawer Mainland will look 
like in the near futue. 

Coquitlam. supeibuaes win m b e  in use on 

h J r c  t h c  iii.lc~c the histiin 2nd thc pnL 
f 100 yeam of transit with a visit to the 
ransit Contmnial Centre. Open daily: 

Mm-Wed 10 ~n IQ 5 p a  ThuwFri I I LI& b 9  pm., Sat,Sun & hols noon b Spa On Grsnville, near Broadway, Teddy Lyona amducb a tour M September 8,1942. 


