
B U Z Z I N G S 
" d o n ' t y o u f ind it h a r d these t imes to meet expenses?" 
" H a r d ? M a n a l i v e ! 1 meet expenses at every t u r n . ' - — 

l ios ton Ti-anscr lpt . 

F O O K . O I T F O R T H E M A X HKIIIXD Y O U 
A n o t h e r passenger has r epo r t ed to us tha t he h a d h i * 

' f ingers j a m m e d by someone pu l l ing : the f ron t door of a 
c a r shu t wi thou t t h ink ing : there w,as someone c o i n i n g 
behind. Ju s t a. l i t t l e t hough t and care: on the par t o f a 

' person ge t t i ng out the front way w i l l p robab ly save some­
one f rom being hurt . 

Spokane vs. V a n c o u v e r , A r e n a R i n k , Sa tu rday , F e b ­
ruary 10, S.30 p.inr 

T h e next p a r l o r s h o w unde r the auspices ol* the T e r ­
m i n a l C i t y K e n n e l C l u b w i l l he he ld in the s tore at F o u r t h 
, ind C o l u m b i a streets, X e w Wes tmins t e r . Sa turday , F e b ­
r u a r y 17, at 3 p .m. T a k e B u r n a b y La&e ' ears l e av ing 
C a r r a l l street at 1.30 a n d 2.30 p.m. 

NOTHING M O R F . T O DO 
. 'Jtf,:-military man once c o m p l a i n e d to G e n e r a l H o r a c e 

Por te r , v ice-pres iden t o f the P u l l m a n C o m p a n y , about the 
negligence of a negro por te r c o n c e r n i n g some s m a l l de ta i l s 
a m i demanded his d i scharge , • 

R e a l i z i n g tha t i n the c i r cums t ances the employee h : v l 
been excusable , the G e n e r a l r e p l i e d that an inves t iga t ion 
was be ing made. T h e protes t was repeated aga in a n d 
atrain. becoming more v io l en t and v ind i c t i ve each t i m e . 
P i n a l l ) | w h e n a t tempts to m o l l i f y the c o m p l a i n a n t fa i l ed , 
the G e n e r a l d ic ta ted th i s r ep ly : 

" S i r : T h a n k i n g you fo r y o u r favor, pe rmi t me to say 
that we have hanged the por ter , shot the conduc tor , 
burned the cars and d i s c o n t i n u e d the l ine . I t rust that 
Hiu* w i l l be en t i r e ly sa t i s fac to ry to y o u . " C h r i s t i a n 
H e r a l d . . ' . 

VICTORIA R O A R C A R S 
It is to be noted that V i c t o r i a road ears operate rm 

las t ings Street after m i d n i g h t a m i not on C o r d o v a , as 
hey do at o ther t imes o f the day. 

V a t u o m or X e w W c ' - t n i i i i s l c i ' VictdHa 

The Buzzer 
V O L . I Vancouver, Friday, February » , 1017 No-

Latest War News 
will be found in the daily papers; The Buzzer is 

reserved for talk about the weather 

Considering the volume of the weather for the last 
week or so, it is not astonishing that the air should he 
full of talk about it,.just as the air was full of weather 
for a while, in fact it might be truthfully said that the 
weather was the all-absorbing topic of conversation, 
especially after you had slopped up a few gallons of 
slush through your, moccasins. 

We do .believe in patronizing home industry, and one 
point about the snow we do not like 'is that it is not 
made in B. C.—at any rate, not in this part of B. C. 
It may have come from the Rocky Mountains, but we 
suspect it came from the Alberta side just for spite. 

O H T particular grudge against the snow is that it 
has delayed our spring opening number. At the time 
of writing this, it would seem that the great spring drive 
has been indefinitely postponed. 

There is one thing that everyone seems to be agreed 
upon: that the winters are getting worse. "We never 
ha*e the fine winters we used to get," you hear them 
say. "Why. don't you remember the fine weather we 
had on January 15th- in 189—• ?" A n d then all the 
reasons under the sun from the use pf automobiles to the 
war in Europe are put down as bringing on this terrible 
affliction. 

We can't get through any talk about the weather 
without saying something about the service we gave last 
week. We don't want to brag about it; we were ready 
for the snow and cars ran along on their proper schedules 
without any bother, other than the usual delays. We 
had a number of bad tie-ups on Friday last, throng-li 
wagons and sleighs piled up on the tracks. There was 
a regu-lar chapter of accidents and the service was 
irregular, but we believe the people understood the 
rut usee. • 



Of course , it cost the c o m p a n y a p i l e of - m o n e y to 
Keep the t r a c k s c l e a r o f s n o w . T h e b i l l s are not a l l i n 
ye t , bu t the expenses we re r u n n i n g up to $500 a day . 
T h e b rushes on the sweepe r s need r e n e w i n g on an ave rage 
e v e r y seven hou r s a n d t h i s o p e r a t i o n a lone cos ts $ 6 5 . 
T h e m e n s t a t ioned at s w i t c h e s n u m b e r e d c lose to 75 
day and n i g h t , so tha t was q u i t e a p a y r o l l . 

H o w e v e r , these m a t t e r s we re m i n o r comparp.1 w i t h 
the necess i ty for t a k i n g the people about the c i t y . W e 
d i d i t q u i t e c h e e r f u l l y , even If the j i t n e y s d i d t e m ­
p o r a r i l y v a n i s h f r o m the scene, l e a v i n g t h e i r pa t rons to 
look out for t hemse lves . W e w o n d e r w h a t people Would 
say i f we were to t rea t o u r p a t r o n s the s ame w a y . 

THE ULTIMATE EFFECT OK THE JITNEY IS THE 
ONE THAT COUNTS 

W e t h i n k we can see P r e s i d e n t W i l s o n ' s l i n e o f 
r ea son ing . H e hes i t a t ed s e v e r i n g d i p l o m a t i c r e l a t i o n s 
w i t h G e r m a n y , because tha t w o u l d i m p l y w a r w i t h a l l 
i ts su f f e r ing and d e s t r u c t i o n . T h a t w o u l d be the i m m e ­
d ia te effect, but the re was a m o r e r e m o t e bu t m o r e 
i m p o r t a n t effect even t h a n the h o r r o r s o f w a r — the 
h o r r o r s of a c o n t i n u e d d i s r e g a r d fo r h u m a n i t y . 

W h e n we t h i n k a b o u t the j i t n e y c o m p e t i t i o n , w e 
have to v i e w the p re sen t effects a l o n g w i t h the m o r e 
r emote , ye t more i m p o r t a n t effects. It m a y be p leasan t 
to be a b l e to j u m p in to a j i t n e y w h e n one is i n a h u r r y , 
e s p e c i a l l y w h e n there is a s t r ee t car to f a l l back upon 
in s n o w y wea the r . B u t tha t i s o n l y a nea r effect. 

T h e m o r e r e m o t e effects a re f a r m o r e i m p o r t a n t . 
T h e u n f a i r c o m p e t i t i o n of the j i t n e y w i t h the s t ree t r a i l ­
wa y w h i c h f u r n i s h e s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n to s even-e igh ths o f 
the t r a v e l l i n g p u b l i c of V a n c o u v e r and m o r e , Is b o u n d 
sooner o r l a t e r to affect i n j u r i o u s l y the s e rv i ce tha t 
m a j o r i t y rece ives . 

T h e r e c a n be no d o u b t o f tha t . T h e j i t n e y takes 
a w a y the p a y i n g traffic, l e a v i n g the n o n - p a y i n g traffic 
to the s t ree t car . It r u n s i n the good wea the r , l e a v i n g 
the c l e a r i n g of s t ree ts to the s t reet r a i l w a y . 

T h e j i t n e y is n o w o b j e c t i n g to the r e g u l a t i o n s r e q u i r - . 
i n g i t to r u n f r o m e n d to e n d o f the c i t y — t h e o n l y 
p r o v i s i o n t ha t i s n e a r l y on a pa r w i t h the s t ree t r a i l w a y ' s 
o b l i g a t i o n to g ive t r a n s f e r s — a n d i t i s a p o o r s u b s t i t u t e . 

I t i s m u c h m o r e i m p o r t a n t tha t the p u b l i c at l a r g e 
.should h a v e m o r e a n d bet ter s t ree t c a r s e r v i c e t h a n tha t 
a few people s h o u l d be s i n g l e d out to get an o c c a s i o n a l 
q u i c k r i d e i n a j i t n e y . 

P r o t e c t y o u r in te res t s by s e e i n g that the r e g u l a t i o n s 
on the j i t n e y are not r epea l ed . 

E L E C T R I C L I G H T I N G S E C U R I T Y DEPOSITS R E A D Y 
R e p a y m e n t of s ecu r i t y depos i t s to e lec t r ic l i g h t i n g 

c u s t o m e r s w h o have pa id t h e i r b i l l s r e g u l a r l y d u r i n g the 
las t y e a r and e s t ab l i shed t h e i r c r ed i t is now b e i n g made 
In acco rdance w i t h the p r o m i s e we m a d e some t i m e ago. 
P o s t ca rds are b e i n g m a i l e d a l p h a b e t i c a l l y and reques t 
the r e c i p i e n t to b r i n g the c a r d and the depos i t rece ip t 
to the S e c u r i t y D e p o s i t w i c k e t , first floor. B . C. E l e c t r i c 
b u i l d i n g , C a r r a l l s treet . 

C H A N G I N G o i l : A C C G U N T S Y S T E M 

P r o b a b l y few people r e a l i z e the i m m e n s e a m o u n t of 
d e t a i l i n v o l v e d i n r e a d i n g me te r s a n d r e n d e r i n g a n d 
c o l l e c t i n g accoun t s fo r l i gh t a n d power se rv ice to 35 ,000 
c u s t o m e r s e a c h a n d every m o n t h . I t is necessary for us. 
the re fore , to have as eff icient a s y s t e m as p o s s i b l e fo r 
b i l l i n g a n d c o l l e c t i n g o u r accoun t s . 

W i t h th i s end in v i e w , we are at the present, t i m e 
engaged i n a c o m p l e t e r e o r g a n i z a t i o n of ou r b i l l i n g 
s y s t e m . T h i s means , for a s ta r t , t ha t a l l da ta r e l a t i n g 
to each o f ou r 35 ,000 accoun t s , such as n a m e and address , 
m e t e r n u m b e r a n d o the r i n f o r m a t i o n , have to be t r ans ­
fe r red f r o m o l d ledgers w h i c h have n o w been i n use 
fo r five years , to 100 b r a n d new l e d g e r s des igned on 
m o r e m o d e r n l i ne s . 

W e a re g e t t i n g th i s w o r k off o u r chests as q u i c k l y 
as poss ib le , a n d a l t h o u g h w e o n l y s t a r t e d in J a n u a r y , 
F e b r u a r y 28 th w i l l j u s t a b o u t see i t c o m p l e t e d . It is 
poss ib le tha t w i t h t h i s l a r g e v o l u m e of ex t r a w o r k , i n 
a d d i t i o n to a cons ide rab l e a m o u n t of l a b o r e n t a i l e d in 
c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the r e f u n d i n g of s e c u r i t y depos i t s , we 
may be a l i t t l e l a t e i n s e n d i n g ou t b i l l s in the o u t s i d e 
d i s t r i c t s , d u r i n g these two m o n t h s . T h e r e is also g r ea t e r 
p o s s i b i l i t y of c l e r i c a l e r r o r s b e i n g made w h i l e these 
a l t e r a t i o n s a re i n p rogress . 

W e he reby adv i se ou r c u s t o m e r s , however , tha t i t is 
o u r d e s i r e to cause t h e m as l i t t l e i n c o n v e n i e n c e as 
poss ib l e a n d t ru s t tha t the new l edge r s w i l l p l ay t h e i r 
par t i n m a i n t a i n i n g and i m p r o v i n g the se rv ice w h i c h is 
th i s c o m p a n y ' s cons tant a i m . 

MORi: OARS, PROVIDED— 
P r e p a r a t i o n s are be ing made for an increased serv ice 

Of cars on a l l l ines at the b e g i n n i n g of M a r c h , unless ou r 
p lans are in ter fered w i t h by the repea l of the j i t n e y 
r egu la t ions by the C i t y C o u n c i l at the request of the 
J i t n e y League . 


