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Contest corner: win a FareCard!
LAST ISSUE’S FARECARD WINNER  We had 892 correct entries in our 
last contest, and  Steven Blackburn won the FareCard! 
The answer? December 5 (the date when the majority 
of service changes took place last month).

WIN A FREE FARECARD! It will be for 1, 2 or 3 zones, 
based on where the winner travels. Email thebuzzer@translink.ca with 
the answer to the question, your full name, daytime phone number 
and where you got the Buzzer (include the route number if you got it 
on a bus). Make sure you include everything . Entries missing any of this 
info will not be entered to win. One entry per person please.

At which Canada Line station will you fi nd the Walking Figures? 
(Hint: It’s in this issue!)

Enter by January 23 at 9 a.m. We’ll draw a name from all correct 
entries. The winner will be notifi ed by phone shortly after the draw.

PRIVACY POLICY We use your personal info only for the contest, and 
we delete all entries after we pick a winner. Here’s the long version: 
Your personal information is collected, pursuant to section 26(c) of the 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, solely for the 
purpose of administering this contest. It will be destroyed upon the 
determination of a contest winner. Please direct questions regarding 
this collection to the Buzzer Editor at TransLink, 1600-4720 Kingsway, 
Burnaby, BC V5H 4N2 or thebuzzer@translink.ca.
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Win a free FareCard!
 �� The Cultch presents Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett, 

produced by and presented with Blackbird Theatre. 1895 
Venables Street, The Cultch, Vancouver. Jan 3–21 at 8 p.m., 
Jan 1, 8 & 15 at 2:00 p.m. Visit thecultch.com for ticket 
pricing and additional information.

 �� North Vancouver City Firefi ghters Christmas Tree Chip-
Up, Jan 7, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Rona Parking Lot at Park & 
Tilford, 1160 East 3rd Street, North Vancouver. Wondering 
what to do with your Christmas tree after the holidays? 
Recycle it! Drop by with your tree, and enjoy a free hotdog, 
coffee or hot chocolate. This charity event is by donation, 
with all proceeds going to the City of North Vancouver 
Firefi ghters Scholarship Fund. The recycled trees are used 
in the many parks, paths and gardens throughout the City.

 �� Salsa for Socks Fundraiser, Jan 7, 9:00 - 10:30 a.m. South 
Arm Community Centre, 8880 Williams Rd, Richmond. This 
fun, free-fi tness-oriented fundraiser includes an hour of 
salsa fi tness followed with a great yoga stretch. Bring new 
socks, or donate money and support those less fortunate in 
Richmond. South Arm fi tness patrons have donated more 
than 300 pairs of used running shoes since October 2010. 
Let’s fi ll those shoes with socks! Phone 604.718.8060 for 
more info. 

 �� Winter Watershed Snowshoe Tour, Jan 14, 1:30 - 5:00 p.m. 
Mt. Seymour, North Vancouver. Enjoy a Saturday afternoon 
with a moderately strenuous (two hours of hiking) 
snowshoe tour around First Lake on Dog Mountain. Learn 
about local ecology, winter adaptations of wildlife, and the 
connection between snow and our drinking water supply. 
After the hike,you’ll head indoors for a cup of hot cocoa 
and an opportunity to discuss the importance of protected 
watersheds and the future of water management. Ages 
18+, $18 with own snowshoes, $25 includes snowshoe 
rental. Registration required, call 604.432.6359 or email 
watershed.ed@metrovancouver.org.  

 �� Kitsilano Community Centre, Jan 28, 1:00-5:00 p.m. Come 
and meet your neighbours and others from the community 
while you fi nd out how you can be more involved in 
managing your own health and wellness. Our lineup of 
specialists including a local pharmacist, physiotherapist and 
food specialist will talk about the importance of exercise 
for seniors. The information session is FREE. Please call 
604.257.6976 to register before Jan 27.

OnTrack
Since spring 2011, TransLink has invested 
in the SkyTrain system as part of our 
commitment to providing effi cient, reliable 
and safe rapid transit service and to ensure 
that the SkyTrain continues to operate in 
a state of good repair for years to come. 
The upgrades will continue in 2012 and 
include a number of construction projects and system 
enhancements including the installation of faregates. 
While much of the work is completed at night to 
minimize disruptions, there are occasional impacts during 
regular transit hours. See how these upgrade projects 
might affect your commute at translink.ca/OnTrack.

Faregates and 
Compass card
The designing, construction and operation the Compass 
card/faregate system is a $171-million project that 
includes funding support from the provincial and federal 
governments—$40 and $30 million respectively. It will create 
a more effi cient and secure system, including a one-card 
solution to travel throughout Metro Vancouver using the 
Compass card (named via public contest in early 2011). 

Construction to prepare the stations for faregate and card 
reader installations at all 49 SkyTrain stations plus the two 
SeaBus terminals started in 2011 and will continue in 2012. 
This year will see the installation of the fi rst faregates on 

the system in the spring/summer and initial 
system testing late in the year. Preparation 
for faregates is currently being completed 
at several stations on the Expo and Canada 
Lines. Faregates will be operational system 
wide in 2013. 

Among its benefi ts, the Compass card and faregate project 
will provide TransLink planners with more comprehensive 
data about where and when customers travel, which will 
allow us to better plan the services we provide across the 
system. 

1953 The October 30, 1953 issue 

of the Buzzer, “All about bulbs”, marveled at 

how far Thomas Alva Edison’s invention had 

come over three-quarters of a century. 

“The grand-daddy of ‘em all had a life 

of only a few hours and never moved out 

of Edison’s laboratory. Yet his descendants 

are measured in the hundreds of millions and in astonishing variety. You can 

buy bulbs the size of a grain of wheat, and also jumbos rated at 10,000 watts 

(Hospitals and Hollywood are the chief customers here). “

The Canadian Federal Government had planned to ban the incandescent 

bulb at the end of 2012 due to its ineffi ciency and contribution to greenhouse 

gases. The Natural Resources department has proposed pushing the deadline to 

2014 in order to consider various concerns associated with compact fl orescent 

lamps.

B A C K  I S S U E S
The Buzzer is 95 years old. In this regular feature, we mine our back 
issues for transit history gold.



Public art on the 
Canada Line

Waterfront

King Edward

Marine Drive

Since 2009, the focus of InTransit BC’s (ITBC) Public Art 
Program has been to enhance ridership experience by 
providing emerging artists with an opportunity to display 
their work in highly visible locations along the Canada Line 
route within Vancouver. ITBC has developed partnerships 
with several art programs (including Emily Carr, UBC, 
and Langara College) and chooses work to install from 
submissions through these programs. 

Established local, national and international artists are also 
featured from time to time. ITBC works in partnership with 
the City of Vancouver Public Art program, the Vancouver 
Sculpture Biennale and Contemporary Art Gallery in this 
regard.

All art installations are temporary (usually a minimum of 
6 months). The program budget comes from a percentage 
of revenue derived from retail activities within the 
Canada Line. This budget covers some production costs, 
installation, removal and insurance (if required).

Here are just some of the current art installations you can 
see for free when you ride the Canada Line. For more info, 
go to TheCanadaLine.com.

“Like many other cities, Vancouver’s diverse, multicultural 
background has given way to the creation of several 
alternate names. These names—given in admiration, as 
matter-of-fact descriptors, or in jest—observe the many 
facets of our local industry, culture and geography. 
Bestowed by both residents and visitors, 
they suggest the multitude of histories 
that collectively define Vancouver.

... By Any Other Name considers the 
unique narratives hidden within 
some of these alternate names. The 
exhibition comprises seven Vancouver-
based graphic designers, all graduates 
of Emily Carr University who occupy an 
important role in shaping Vancouver’s 
visual culture. Each designer was 
assigned one of Vancouver’s alternate 
names as the basis of a poster design.” - 
byanyothername.ca

Raincity by 
Grace Partridge

Granville and Robson 
Street

Found on the outside of the City Centre 
station emergency-exit stairwell, you’ll 
find 16 mug-shots of people accused 
of crimes in yesteryear.  

Called Rogue’s Gallery, the oldest 
photograph is from 1899. Photos are 
accompanied by text that describe 
the alleged crimes, backgrounds and 
ethnicity of its subjects. 

Produced by Jessica Bushey and Cam 
Andrews, the content is inspired by a 
book of the same name that was found 
in the City of Vancouver Archives.

“I wanted to create something that people could touch, 
climb, and experience. I thrive on making art accessible 
to all. How wonderful to stroll in a city and come upon 
a sculpture that you did not expect to see! Le Banc is a 
playful element that seems to float in front of the Olympic 
Village Station; it serves as both a bench and a sculpture.”
- Marie Khouri, sculptor of Le Banc

Four of the 16 mug shots of Rogue’s Gallery

Olympic VillageVancouver City Centre

“Thauberger’s Ecce Homo is a dramatic photomural 
inspired by classical painting, most specifically, the 1793 
painting Death of Marat by Jacque-Louis David, and also 
by the locally based forensic drama Da Vinci’s Inquest 
and the association with local politics through its source 
in the life of former Vancouver Chief Coroner and Mayor 
(now Senator) Larry Campbell. The image conflates these 
two sources in an exquisitely produced larger-than-life 
dramatic image. The David painting featured the death 
of a writer deeply involved in the politics of the French 
revolution. This association between art and politics, real 
life and representation, is at the heart of the work. 

The image for the Vancouver City Centre Station features 
well-known Canadian actor Nicholas Campbell, who 
played the title role in Chris Haddock’s television series Da 
Vinci’s Inquest and Da Vinci City Hall.” - http://bit.ly/91giNU

Ecce Homo by Althea Thauberger

Represented in major collections 
and museums throughout 
Europe and North America, 
Magdalena Abakanowicz’s 
imagery and use of materials 
reference nature and ancient 
mediums but also reflect her 
history and survival of both Nazi 
and Soviet occupied Poland. 

The 9-foot tall, monumental, 
headless cast iron figures appear 
menacing and robotic, walking 
aimlessly without guidance 
or reason. Abakanowicz’s 
Walking Figures addresses the 
transformation and loss of 
the individual within a group 
as a reference to the human 
condition and the shaping of 
our world throughout history.

Broadway - City Hall

Walking Figures by 
Magdalena Abakanowicz 

Hair Piece by Athena Papadopoulos

“Between the recent decline and decay of Vancouver’s 
Historic Chinatown and the newly growing demographics 
of Chinese in the city of Richmond, Double Exposure 
questions what is to become of everything caught in-
between.

...Double Exposure attempts to foster discussion about 
the complications associated to sites, such as Chinatown, 
where dialogue with culture, heritage and its people 
remain vitally important.” - Samson Tam

“Hair Piece is a series of three hanging sculptures 
suspended from the ceiling. Each sculpture is comprised 
of a multiplicity of synthetic hair pieces such as extensions 
and cut-up wigs, which have been arranged to emulate the 
form of a chandelier. Hair Piece alludes to an exploration 
of the grotesque/picturesque dichotomy as a moniker of 
contemporary subjectivities in relation to the domestic.” - 
Athena Papadopoulos

Double Exposure by Samson Tam 


